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Federalist Papers Activity

The Federalist Papers are a series of 85 articles and essays written by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay promoting the ratification of the United States Constitution. Seventy-seven were published serially in The Independent Journal and The New York Packet between October of 1787 and August 1788.  Although the authors of The Federalist Papers foremost wished to influence the vote in favor of ratifying the Constitution, each essay focuses on a different principle of the Constitution that makes it a worthy document.  
Directions: Using the excerpts from Federalist #47, #48, and #51, answer the questions below in your own words.  (Federalist #51 is available in its entirety in the appendix of the textbook, and all of the Federalist Papers are available free on iBooks.)

Federalist #47
“The accumulation of all powers, legislative, executive, and judiciary, in the same hands, whether of one, a few, or many, and whether hereditary, self appointed, or elective, may justly be pronounced the very definition of tyranny.”

“Unless these powers be so far connected and blended as to give each a constitutional control over the others, the degree of separation which the maxim requires, as essential to a free government, can never in practice be duly maintained.”

“The powers properly belonging to one of the departments ought not to be directly and completely administered by either of the other departments… None of them ought to possess, directly or indirectly, an overruling influence over the others, in the administration of their respective powers.”

“After discriminating, therefore, in theory, the several classes of power, as they may in their nature be legislative, executive, or judiciary, the most difficult task is to provide some practical security for each, against the invasion of the others.  What this security ought to be is the great problem to be solved.” 

1. How does Madison justify the necessity of separation of powers and checks and balances?

2. How will government powers be kept separate?

Federalist #48
“It is evident that each department should have a will of its own; that the members of each should have as little agency as possible in the appointments of the members of the others.”
“Great security against a gradual concentration of the several powers in the same department, consists in giving to those who administer each department of the necessary constitutional means and personal motives to resist encroachments of the others.”

“Divide the legislature into different branches; and to render them, by different modes of election and different principles of action, as little connected with each other as the nature of their common functions and their common dependence on the society will admit.”

“It may even be necessary to guard against dangerous encroachments by still further precautions.  Weakness of the executive may require, on the other hand, that it should be fortified.  An absolute negative on the legislature… would be neither altogether safe nor alone sufficient.  May not this defect of an absolute negative be supplied by some qualified connection between the executive and the Senate, by which the Senate may be led to support the constitutional rights executive, without being too much detached from the rights of its own department?”
3. What is Madison’s view of the inherent power potentials of the legislative, executive and judicial branches of government?
4. Which branch does Madison think is the most dangerous?  How do you know?

Federalist #51

“The provision for defense must in this, as in all other cases, be made commensurate to the danger of attack. Ambition must be made to counteract ambition. The interest of the man must be connected with the constitutional rights of the place.”
“It is of great importance in a republic not only to guard the society against the oppression of its rulers, but to guard one part of the society against the injustice or another part.  Different interests necessarily exist in different classes of citizens.”

“If a majority be united by a common interest, the rights of the minority will be insecure.”

“There are but two methods of providing against this evil: By comprehending in the society so many separate descriptions of citizens as will render an unjust combination of a majority of the whole very improbable, if not impracticable.  Society itself will be broken into so many parts, interests, and classes of citizens, that the rights of individuals, or of the minority, will be in little danger from interested combinations of the majority.  The 

5. What is meant by “ambition must be made to counteract ambition?”
6. In Federalist #51, Madison brings up a different constitutional principle besides separation of powers and checks and balances.  Identify and explain that principle.  

