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Unit 2 – Constitutional Underpinnings
From Declaration of Independence to Constitution!

Directions: Complete the chart below. Investigate how the Articles of Confederation attempted to solve the problem (and may have moved in the right direction or failed miserably). Then, investigate how the Constitution addressed each grievance. Be prepared to share your findings with the class.

	Declaration of Independence


	Restate the Grievance in YOUR OWN WORDS (What was the main problem? Casual language is ok!)
	Articles of Confederation

(How did the AoC attempt to fix -or fail to fix- this grievance?)
	Constitution

(How did the Constitution resolve this issue?)

	“He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of representation in the legislature, a right inestimable to them, and formidable to tyrants only.”
	
	
	

	“He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for opposing, with many firmness, his invasions on the right of the people.”

	
	
	

	Declaration of Independence


	Restate the Grievance in YOUR OWN WORDS (What was the main problem? Casual language is ok!)
	Articles of Confederation

(How did the AoC attempt to fix -or fail to fix- this grievance?)
	Constitution

(How did the Constitution resolve this issue?)

	“He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers.”


	
	
	

	“He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies, without the consent of our legislatures.”

	
	
	

	“For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury.”

	
	
	


1. How were the Articles of Confederation a step in the right direction?

2. What were some of the biggest problems left unresolved by the Articles of Confederation?
